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Human rights situation in Eritrea, 17 March 

 

 

A well-attended exchange of views with Sheila B. 

Keetharuth, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation 

of human rights in Eritrea, drew attention to a 

country with one of the worst human rights records 

in the world and a state-economy which together 

constitute the main drivers of migration from 

Eritrea and with a direct impact on migration to 

Europe. A major point of concern expressed by 

Members was the extremely high number of 

political prisoners in Eritrea (10 000) and the case 

of the Swedish-Eritrean journalist Dawit Isaac.  

 

Participating Members stressed the need for a 

proper follow-up, questioning the leverage the EU 

has, including development aid. Possible follow-up 

actions to be envisaged: presentation in the 

Subcommittee of the imminent UN report of the 

Commission of Inquiry on the human rights 

situation in Eritrea, update on the work of the 

Steering Committee of the Khartoum process 

dealing with the human rights protection of 

migrants, and EEAS update on the upcoming 

article 9 of the (Cotonou Agreement) political 

dialogue.  

 

Press release 

 

Exchange of views with Michel Forst, UN 

Special Rapporteur on Human Rights 

Defenders (HRDs), 17 March 

 

Eight months into his 

mandate, an exchange 

of views took place 

with Michel Forst, who 

set out his priorities and 

provided an informative 

background to his work 

and consultations with EU institutions and, 

Member States and outlined his plans for the near 

future. He praised the EU's leading role while, 

through concrete examples, he also pointed to some 

weaknesses and where there was room for 

improvement in providing support to HRDs 

worldwide. He gave examples of how 

parliamentarians can support his mandate and 

https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/cb61e4a6-a3ef-422c-9d31-5cea1b0bea23/Eritrea.pdf


 
Issue No. 21, March-April 2015 
 

2 

 

answered questions about country visits, shelter 

programmes, contacts with HRDs, vulnerable 

groups such as women and minorities, including 

LGBTI, as well as a possible future international 

convention on human rights defenders. 

 

Exchange of views with Ninette Kelley, 

UNHCR Representative in Lebanon, on the 

situation of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, 17 

March 

 

DROI was provided 

with a comprehensive 

briefing regarding the 

situation of Syrian 

refugees in Lebanon, 

and the strain that the 

influx of refugees has 

had on Lebanese 

government and society. 

Lebanon hosts the 

largest number of 

refugees in relation to its 

own population, which has created enormous 

challenges with regard to the arrangements related 

to basic services, in particular in the health sector. 

Two DROI MEPs described their recent personal 

experiences of the situation in Lebanon. The 

Lebanese Embassy was also represented and took 

the floor. 

 

The EU's new approach to human rights 

and democracy – evaluating the activities 

of the European Endowment for 

Democracy (EED) since its establishment, 

26 March 

 
All intervening Members welcomed the activities 

of the EED and stressed the cross-party consensus 

regarding its complementarity with other EU 

financial instruments such as the EIDHR. The 

major challenge identified was the importance of 

ensuring the financial sustainability of this young 

organisation active in the field of EU democracy 

support. The presence of the Chairs of the Board of 

Governors and of the Executive Committee at the 

discussion was appreciated. 

 

Vote in AFET : 26 May 

 

Exchange of views with Denis Mukwege, 

laureate of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 

Thought 2014, 26 March 

 

Dr Mukwege 

thanked the EP 

for the support 

received after 

he was 

awarded the 

Sakharov 

Prize. He gave 

a vivid account of the obstacles recently faced by 

the Panzi hospital in the DRC, where he works, as 

well as the threats and reprisals he personally had 

received, in the end requiring protection from the 

UN mission in the DRC (MONUSCO).  

 

Dr Mukwege also described the current political 

situation in the country where its citizens 

experience restrictions on their fundamental 

freedoms. He deplored the general state of 

impunity in the DRC, including that which persists 

over sexual crimes. He called for particular 

attention to be paid to demobilised ex-child soldiers 

who are among the perpetrators of these 

abominable crimes. 

 

The meeting was co-chaired by MEP Louis Michel, 

Chair of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly. 

 

Press Release 

 

DROI mission to the 28th Session of the United 

Nations Human Rights Council, 18-19 March 

2015 in Geneva, 26 March 

 

The Chair and Mr Grzyb presented their feedback 

report from the DROI mission to the Human Rights 

Council (HRC), which took place on the 18 and 19 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150324IPR36909/html/Democracy-and-values-are-problematic-in-DRC-says-Denis-Mukwege
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March. Dominic Porter, the EU Deputy Head of 

Delegation in Geneva, participated in the exchange. 

He opined that the HRC, which was created in 

2006 to replace the discredited Human Rights 

Commission, is doing a better job than its 

predecessor; the overall standard of the HRC has 

been raised, the Universal Periodic Review is 

considered useful and its recommendations are 

slowly being implemented. With EU support, 

human rights defenders are being invited from their 

countries of origin to present their cases/situations 

in Geneva. 

 

 
 

 

 

The current key themes for the HRC are, broadly 

speaking, violence, extremism, and terrorism and 

the implications for human rights. These are very 

sensitive issues. The risk of subordinating human 

rights issues to security considerations is real and 

the EU is trying to build cross-regional alliances to 

uphold dialogue and tolerance as fundamental 

human rights principles to be maintained. 

 
Press Release 

 

Exchange of views with Afzal Khan, Chair 

of the mission to Saudi Arabia of the 

Delegation for relations with the Arab 

Peninsula (DARP), 26 March 

 
MEP Afzal Khan led the DARP delegation mission 

to Riyadh in February. Mr Khan briefed the 

committee about the visit with a focus on human 

rights issues. The discussion reflected the issues 

raised in Parliament's resolution adopted in 

February regarding the case of Raif Badawi, and 

also addressed the question of when and how it is 

most efficient for the EP to act in such cases. Mrs 

Alliot-Marie, the DARP Chair, also participated in 

the exchange. The EEAS and a representative of 

Amnesty International also took the floor. The 

Embassy of Saudi Arabia was in attendance but did 

not take the floor. 

 

Hearing on the fight against human 

trafficking in the EU's External relations, 

16 April 

 

Mr Sebastian Boll, Regional Research Analyst, 

UN-ACT Regional Management Office, Bangkok 

(via video link) made his presentation on categories 

of human trafficking and its magnitude, indicating 

the difficulties in qualifying and quantifying the 

problem at global level. Concepts such as human 

trafficking and forced labour tend to overlap 

significantly. Ms Beate Andrees, Director for the 

Special Action Program for Forced Labour at the 

ILO, addressed the economic factor of human 

trafficking, which she said is big business, 

generating US$ 150 billion in illicit profits 

annually, with two-thirds of these profits made in 

the sex industry. However, the majority of the 

estimated 21 million victims of forced labour are 

exploited in low-paid economic sectors, namely 

agriculture, fisheries, construction, manufacturing 

and domestic work. Human trafficking is also 

increasingly linked to global supply chains, where 

complex sub-contracting arrangements across 

countries obscure legal responsibility.  

 

From the civil 

society side, Ms 

Markéta Hronková, 

Director of La 

Strada Czech 

Republic, stated 

that human 

trafficking is a 

severe violation of 

the fundamental 

human rights of a 

person and is now 

widely accepted as 

a transnational 

issue. There is still 

a need to ensure that the instruments and legal 

provisions which are in place are put at the disposal 

https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/a6f26747-16d1-4d66-ac9e-8ee28e0f5387/HRC%2028%20delegation%20Geneva%2019_03_2015.pdf
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of victims. Reaching victims and informing them 

about their rights is a huge problem, which requires 

improved collaboration between law enforcement 

agencies (states, criminal justice) and victims in 

order to prosecute criminals. Lastly, Ms Zoi 

Sakelliadou, Policy Assistant to the EU Anti-

Trafficking Coordinator on EU action presented the 

EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator's mandate and the 

EU Anti-Trafficking Directive. The EU Strategy 

towards the Eradication of Trafficking in Human 

Beings covers the period of 2012-2016 and a policy 

review will be launched soon.  Human trafficking 

is discussed with partner countries in the 

framework of migration, mobility, and human 

rights dialogues with individual countries. The EU 

has a comprehensive and multidisciplinary 

approach to human trafficking. 

 

Press Release 

 

Exchange of views on the current human 

rights situation in Belarus, in association 

with the Delegation for relations with 

Belarus, 16 April 

 

The exchange was 

timely as it came 

ahead of the Riga 

Summit of the 

Eastern 

Partnership and 

the Universal 

Periodic Review of Belarus at the UN. Parliament 

welcomed back Ales Bialiatski (one of the highest 

profile human rights defenders from Belarus) 

officially for the first time since his release from 

prison last June. UN Special Rapporteur Haraszti 

gave a detailed account of the human rights 

violations being carried out and underlined the 

need to support his mandate (unrecognised by 

Belarus) as well as for  official access for him  to 

the country.  

 

Both speakers gave a comprehensive list of serious 

human rights violations and concerns, focusing on 

political prisoners and their rehabilitation, the death 

penalty, freedom of expression, assembly and 

association, and the highly problematic 

amendments to the media law. UN Special 

Rapporteur Haraszti described the human rights 

situation as "deteriorating", in contrast to the 

intensifying diplomatic contacts between Belarus 

and the EU. The EEAS also contributed to the 

debate, emphasising that normalising relations must 

be subject to an improvement in the situation of 

human rights and democracy in the country.  

 

The Belarussian Embassy was present and 

distributed their annual publication on "Human 

Rights Violations in Certain Countries", a 

subjective and arbitrary compilation on the 

situation in many EU Member States. 

 

Draft Report on Human rights and 

technology: the impact of intrusion and 

surveillance systems on human rights in 

third countries, Rapporteur: Marietje 

Schaake (ALDE), 23 April 

 

The rapporteur opened the discussion by 

welcoming the 176 amendments to her report and 

expressed the hope that an acceptable agreement 

could be reached. In her own words, the report 

seeks to specify how technologies can both help 

advance human rights in the EU and third countries 

and play a positive role in the foreign policies of 

the EU on the one hand, but at the same time how 

they can pose a threat to human rights by enabling 

certain human rights abuses. One challenge 

identified was the balancing of certain actions in 

the fight against terrorism with the need to 

safeguard human rights and individual freedoms.  

 

Exchange of views on the occasion of the 

4th anniversary of the uprising in Syria, 

23 April 

 

Members 

heard 

testimonies 

from four 

speakers, 

https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/2e3675d5-e5e9-40fb-9d22-803eff423b91/Human%20trafficking%2016%20April%202015.doc
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including Yassin Hadj Saleh, whose wife was 

kidnapped in 2013 together with Parliament's 

Sakharov Prize laureate Razan Zaitouneh. The 

interventions described the gravity of the situation 

on the ground, and contained several criticisms of 

as well as pleas to the EU and the European 

Parliament to do more to help. The debate among 

Members reflected these concerns, and there were 

several remarks about the need to go beyond 

symbolic gestures of support in order to respond 

better to the humanitarian and refugee/IDP crises. 

Two of the speakers originally foreseen were not 

able to travel to Brussels, one due to the situation 

on the Turkish-Syrian border and the other because 

of his precarious situation as a human rights 

defender.  

 

However, one of the speakers, Mr Saleh, was able 

to participate in the exchange via video link.  

 

This agenda point was arranged in close 

cooperation with the European Endowment for 

Democracy, and carried out in association with the 

Delegation for relations with the Mashreq countries 

(Chair Ms Maria Matias GUE/NGL, Portugal). 

 

Hearing on the situation of the Roma minority 

in third countries, 23 April 

 
The participants set 

out the major 

challenges faced by 

this minority in 

countries of the 

Western Balkans and 

made several 

recommendations. 

Among them the 

issue of 

identification/docum

entation of the so-

called "invisible 

Romas" was stressed 

as was the need to enhance political pressure in the 

context of accession negotiations and visa 

liberalisation. There is also a need for better 

governmental accountability mechanisms, greater 

independence of civil society and better monitoring 

funds for civil society, and to focus on local and 

grassroots-level initiatives instead of on national 

measures. The need to ensure that Roma initiatives 

enjoy the support of local authorities was also 

stressed 

 

The hearing also provided useful input for the 

planned DROI mission to Serbia in June 2015. The 

main speakers, including the representatives of two 

embassies from countries in the region, deplored 

the fact that there was not sufficient time to 

respond to questions. 

 

Human Rights related resolutions adopted in 

plenary 2015 

 

April 2015 

The case of Nadiya Savchenko; The situation of the 

Yarmouk refugee camp in Syria; Imprisonment of 

human and workers' rights activists in Algeria 

 

March 2015 

Recent attacks and abductions by ISIS/Da'esh in 

the Middle East, notably of Assyrians; South 

Sudan, including recent child abductions; Tanzania, 

notably the issue of land grabbing 

Link to all the resolutions 

 

Next DROI Meetings 

 

The next DROI meetings will take place on the 

following days: 

 Thursday, 28 May 2015 (morning session) 

 Tuesday, 16 June 2015 (afternoon session) 

 Wednesday, 17 June 2015 (morning and 

afternoon sessions) 

 Thursday, 2 July 2015 (morning session) 

 

Link to DROI Calendar 2015  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/publications.html?tab=Urgency%20Resolutions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2015.pdf
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LINKS: 

DROI Webpage 

DROI Live 

DROI studies 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the DROI Newsletter 

DROI on Facebook:  

Twitter 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20the%20Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Human-Rights-Subcommittee-European-Parliament/149764928468466
https://twitter.com/EP_HumanRights

